southernmost Brazilian state. He canvassed the area thoroughly, spending at least  days in the field, sometimes as many as  days a month. His work was published in the two-volume Birds of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, in English (, ) and Portuguese (), the first comprehensive explication of the distribution of birds of that state. He also produced, with photos by John Dunning, a pocket guide to Rio Grande do Sul. This guide, known affectionately as the "Beltinho," helped inspire a generation of ornithologists, many of whom became leaders in the Brazilian Society of Ornithology. The society honored Bill with the "Premio Ararajuba" in . Bill also translated and updated Helmut Sick's Ornitologia Brasileira, published as Birds in Brazil (), and made over , sound recordings, now archived at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
Bill served on the Board of Directors of the International Council for Bird Preservation (ICBP) and its Pan-American section, which he chaired from -. He was active on the boards of the RARE Center for Tropical Bird Conservation (now called "Rare"), The Nature Conservancy of West Virginia, the American Bird Conservancy (ABC), and several other local conservation and land-trust organizations. The ABC's William Belton Conservation Grant Program has provided numerous grants to Latin American ornithologists. In , the ICBP awarded Bill the Jean Delacour Medal for his service to bird conservation. In , he was designated a Member of Honour by Birdlife International "for distinguished contribution to conservation of wild birds and their habitats worldwide."
He is survived by his second wife, Cory; three children, Timothy Belton, Barbara Yngvesson, and Hugh Belton; seven of his eight grandchildren (including the author, whose career was shaped significantly by Bill's thoughtful mentoring); and a greatgrandson. His passion for birds, conservation, learning, and giving will remain an inspiration for his biological and his ornithological families for many years to come.
